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U, S. FLEET WEATHER CENTRAL/
JOINT TYPHOON WARNING CENTER

COMNAVMARIANAS BOX 12
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

FROM: COmmanding OFFICER, U.S. FLEET NEATHER
JOINT TYPHOON k@RNING CENTER, GUAM, M.

To: CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

VIA: COMMANDER IN CHIEF, U.S. PACIFiC FLEET

FWC/JTWC:WJK:GU

3140
SER: 92
11 APRIL 1962

cENTRAL/

1.

SUBJ: .ANNUAL l’YPHOON REPORT, 1961; SUBMISSION OF

REF: (A) OPNAV lNSTRUCT1Oti 3140.17C

1. THE ANNUAL TYPHOON REPORT, 1961 IS SUBMITTED HEREWITH IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 3.A. OF REFERENCE (A).

2. DURING CALENDAR YEAR 1961, A TOTAL OF TWENTY DESTRUCTIVE TYPHOONS

THREATENED THE WESTERN PACIFIC AREA, NECESSITATING THE ISSUANCE OF

737 INDIVIDUAL WARNINGS AND THE PLACEMENT OF THE FWC/JTUC, GUAM tN

‘TYPHOON WARNltIJG STATUS” FOR 165 CALENDAR DAYS.

3. THE COMMANDING OFFtcER, FtIIC/JTMC, GUAM 1s ●LEASED AND PROUD TO

INDICATE THAT DESPITE SEVERE AERIAL RECONNAISSANCE CURTAILMENT SUB-
SEQUENT TO 1 SEPTEMBER 1961, 24 HOUR TYPHOON FORECASTS WERE IMPROVED

13.2 PERCENT OVER THE PREVIOUS YEAR, AND 48 HOUR FORECASTS WERE IM-
PROVED BY 13.5 PERCENT.” flLSO, THAT”AS THE DIRECT RESULT OF JUDtCIOUS
AND EFFICACIOUS UTILIZATtON OF LAND-BASED RADAR REPORTS FROM THE

PHtLIPptNEs, OKtNAwA, lA;wAN, AND JAPAN, A TOTAL OF THIRTY-SEVEN
AERIAL RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS WERE ‘POCKETED,” THEREBY SAVfNG THE

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND THE U.S. TAXPAYER A MOST CONSERVATIVELY
ESTIMATED $370,000000.

IIIILLIAM J. KOTSCH
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FOREWORD

~HIS REpoRT is puDLISfi~D ANNuALLY A~:~ SUMMARIZES kkSTERN AND

CENTRAL NORTH PACIFIC TYPIIWN=. DURING 1961, NO TYPHOONS WERE RE-

PORTED IN THE CENTRAL NORTH PACIFIC.

THE JOINT METEOROLOGICAL GROUP, PACIFIC COMMAND, THROUGH CINCPACFI.T,

AS EXECUTIVE AGENT> REDESIGNATED FLEET WEATHER CENTRALY GUAM AS FLEET

WEATHER CENTRAL/JOINT TYPHOON HARNING CENTER (FWC/JTWC), GUAM, EFFEC-

TIVE 1 MAY 1959> wlTH THE FoLLowlNG ADDITloNAL REspoNSIBILITIES:

1. To PROVIDE WARNINGS TO U. S. GovERNMENT AGENcIEs FOR ALL

TROPICAL cYcLoNEs wEsT o~ 180 DEGREFs LoNGITuDE NoRTH oF THE EQUATOR
TO THE AsfATlc COAST AND MALAYAN PENINSULA.

2. To DETERNINE TRoPlcAL cYcLONE REcoNNAl$SANCE REQUIREMENTS

AND A$SIGN PRIORITIES.

3* To CONDUcT lNVESTIGATlvE ANP p~sT ANALYSIS pROGRAMS INCLUDING
PREPARiiTION OF THE ANNUAL TYPHOON llEPORT.

4. TO CONDUCT TROPICAL CYCLONE FORECASTING AND DETECTION RESEARCH

AS PRACTICAtl~E.

FUCHU AIR FORCE MEATHER CENTRAL, ASSISTED AS NECESSARY BY FLEET

WEATHER FACILITY, YOKOSUKA, WAS DESIGNATED AS ALTERNATE JTWC IN CASE
OF FAILURE OF FWC/JTWCj GUAM.

THE JTWC, WHICH IS AN INTEGRAL SECTION OF FWC/JTWC, GUAM, IS
STAFFED BY TWO AIR FORCE AND TWO NAVY METEOROLOGISTS AND THREE EN-
LISTED MEN FROM EACH SERVICE. THE SENIOR AIR FORCE OFFICER HAS SEEN

DESIGNATED AS THE DIRECTOR, JTWC.

THE JOINT HURRICANE WARNING CENTER iN HAWAII} A COORDINATED AGENCY

COMPOSED OF THE U. S. WEATHER BUREAU, tiONOLULU, THE AIR FORCE KUNIA

WEATHER CENTER, AND FLEET WEATHER CENTRAL, PEARL HARBOR, IS RESPONSIBLE
FOR SURVEILLANCE AND ISSUANCE OF WARNINGS IN THE CENTRAL NORTH PACIFIC

AREA NORTH OF THF EQUATOR BETWEEN 180 DEGREES AND WEST OF 140 DEGREES

WEST. THERE WAS ONE TROPICAL STORM, PAULINE, IN OCTOBER 1961, AND

THERE WERE NO TROPICAL DEPRESSIONS WITHIN THIS AREA.

1’
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